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and the death rate of the Chinese harbor population was 20.6 per 1,000 
per annum. 

Of the total deaths reported, 3 were due to smallpox, 3 to enteric 
fever, 25 to cholera, 27 to diarrhea, 10 to dysentery, 182 to bubonic 
plague, 28 to malaria, 37 to beriberi, 8 to general tuberculosis, 1 to 
leprosy, 7 to meningitis, 36 to tetanus, 28 to bronchitis, 54 to pneu- 
monia, and 50 to phthisis. 

Eespectfully, John "W. Kerr, 

Assistant Surgeon. 

The Surgeon-General. 

Report from Canton — Cholera, influenza, dengue, and plague. 

[No. 222.] 

Canton, China, July 28, 1902. 

Sir : On July 12, 1902, 1 received the following communication from 
the Eev. B. C Randall, American Bible Society : 

Wuchow, Kwako Si, July 8, 1902. 

Sir : Latest advices from Nanning are to the effect that at and throughout the regions 
lying to eastward of Nanning the country is quiet. No further trouble is apprehended 
and the confidence of merchants and shippers is once more restored. 

From the regions to the westward of Nanning, especially round about Leng Chan, 
rumors of robbery and rebellion still occasionally come to hand. The rumors, how- 
ever, are vague and unreliable and occasion but little, if any, unrest here. 

Cholera is said to be raging in all the towns along the river Fu (Kwei Lin River). 

At Ping Lok some 3,000 have succumbed to the dread disease ; whilst at Kwei Lan 
over 10,000 victims have been carried off during the past two months. 

The river is in flood and still rising ; some of the lower portions of the city are already 
inundated. 

Respectfully, B. C. Randall. 

Robert M. McWade, United States Consul, Canton, China. 

Immediately on receipt of the foregoing, I cabled to the Department 
as follows, duplicating said cablegram to Minister Conger, at Pekin : 

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C: Cholera raging all towns along Kwei Lin 
River, Kwang Si ; 3,000 died Ping Lok, over 10,000 Kwei Lan.— McWade. 

On July 15, 1902, a mild form of influenza made its appearance, and 
by July 17, 1902, had spread so rapidly that it had almost become 
epidemic. Dr. John M. Swan, of the American medical missionary 
society, reported to me on July 19, 1902, that it had so many victims 
in Canton and its vicinity that he felt " I would be more than justified in 
reporting to the State Department that it had nearly assumed epidemic 
proportions." I thereupon cabled to the Department as follows, trans- 
mitting a copy thereof to Minister Conger, at Pekin : 

Secretary of State, Washington, D. ft: Influenza almost epidemic. Plague sporadic 
Canton. — McWade. 

Today I forwarded the following cablegram to the Department and 
sent a duplicate of it at the same time to Minister Conger, at Pekin : 

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C: Dengue fever epidemic Canton, mild 
type. — McWade. 

The delay in the preparation and transmission of this dispatch was 
caused by the illness of myself and the entire staff, the only exception 
being Mr. Da Silva, our chief clerk. After a nasty siege of dysentery, 
I was attacked with dengue fever, after recovering from which I was 
rather weak for some days. I am now all right. Vice-Consul Lang- 
home is suffering from a mild attack and will, in a few days, go to 
Macao, a seaside resort in this consular jurisdiction, to recuperate. 
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James Scott, His Majesty's consul general, and his entire staff, except 
ViceConsul Sly, are ill and so are almost all of the Europeans and over 50 
per cent of the Portuguese residents of Shameen. All who can manage 
to get away from here are hurrying off to the Peak at Hongkong, to 
Macao, and to seaport resorts in Japan. The natives are suffering as 
well as the foreigners and the native doctors are reaping a rich harvest. 
The fever is, however, of a mild type, malignant attacks being the 
conspicuous exception. The onset of the disease lasts about from three 
to five and sometimes seven days. 

Apropos of the bubonic plague, of which I have seen so much. I feel 
it is my duty to say to you that in my experience fish-eating people 
are those who are the first attacked by that awful scourge, and who die 
from it in the greatest numbers. My experience has been that of such 
able specialists as Dr. John M. Swan and Dr. Adolf Eazlag, and I have 
noted the same conditions in Bombay, Calcutta, Bangkok, Hongkong, 
Swatow, Canton, and Chinese towns and villages along the banks of 
the great rivers and their tributaries. I venture to suggest that this 
fact may be worthy of the consideration of the medical department of 
our Government. 

Respectfully, Robert M. McWade, 

United States Consul. 

The Assistant Secretary of State. 

COSTA RICA. 

Weekly report of conditions and transactions at Port Limon — Fruit port — 

Yellow fever. 

Port Limon, Costa Rica, September 11, 1902. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the conditions 
and transactions at this port during the week ended September 11, 1902 : 

Present officially estimated population, 4,000. Number of cases and 
deaths from yellow fever during the week, 2 cases, no deaths ; number 
of cases and deaths from smallpox during the week, none ; number of 
cases and deaths from typhus fever during the week, none ; number of 
cases and deaths from cholera during the week, none ; number of cases 
and deaths from plague during the week, none ; number of deaths from 
other causes during the week, 7. Prevailing diseases were yellow fever, 
malarial fever, pulmonary and gastro- enteric disorders. General sani- 
tary condition of this port and the surrounding country during the 
week was not good. The 7 deaths noted above (4 were infants) occurred 
in this port, all colored, 5 males and 2 females, due to, respectively, 
capillary bronchitis, influenza, marasmus, tetanus, pneumonia, Bright's 
disease, and pleurisy. Two cases of yellow fever developed here on the 
7th instant ; 1, a Government official, is a patient in the private practice 
of Dr. Steggall, and the ( other case is in the isolation ward of the Costa 
Rica Railway hospital, of which Dr. Steggall is the resident physician. 

Bills of health were issued to the following vessels : September 5, 
steamship Olympia; crew, 37 ; passengers from this port, none ; passen- 
gers in transit, none ; baggage disinfected, none. September 6, steam- 
ship Foxhall; crew, 26 ; passengers from this port, none ; passengers in 
transit, none ; baggage disinfected, none. September 8, steamship Port 
Maria ; crew, 49 ; passengers from this port, 1 ; passengers in transit, 
none; baggage disinfected, none; steamship Buenos Aires ; crew, 113; 
passengers from this port, 36 ; passengers in transit, 92 ; baggage disin- 
fected, none. September 9, steamship Altai; crew, 45 ; passengers from 



